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Radium Hospital Oslo features DLW Vinyl from Armstrong
An inspiring research environment
Henning Larsen Architects have created a transparent new building in Oslo that will house the research laboratories of Norway’s Radium Hospital.  The additional building has been constructed directly adjacent to the existing hospital. The two buildings thus frame a new admitting area, and are situated in a hilly but densely developed landscape in the vicinity of Oslo Fjord. The elegant new building offers 32,000 sq m (344,000 sq ft) of floor space and 8,000 sq m (86,000 sq ft) of parking space, and consists of six levels above ground and five subterranean levels, three of which for parking. 
The main level, whose floor plan is nearly square, is completely enclosed with floor-to-ceiling glazing, while the five levels above consist of a U-shape that opens to the south. Floor-to-ceiling glazing on the east and west sides of these levels affords maximum daylight exposure to the interior. The building’s southern facade looks onto the fjord, and the two outer stairway shafts on this side are entirely glazed. The central atrium, which soars to the building’s roof, is also completely glazed. The structure is thoroughly protected from exposure to direct sunlight and overheating by adjustable blinds, which simultaneously afford a refined appearance.  
 “We wanted to create a research building that was airy, light and inspiring,” explains architect Troels Jakobsen of Henning Larsen Architects, who was in charge of the project. The mission was definitely accomplished. Offering a particularly important advantage on short, Scandinavian winter days, the atmosphere of the interior is sunny and welcoming. The central atrium extends upwards through the five upper levels, while the building’s south and north facades are glazed from floor to ceiling. Only glass balustrades adorn the open galleries that look onto the atrium on one side of each level, visually connecting individual rooms. On the atrium’s opposite side, banks of windows from the rooms provide a direct view into the generous, naturally lit space. Meanwhile, the lounge below is an inviting spot for relaxed, creative conversation. 
The new building will primarily house the research laboratories of the Norwegian capital’s Radium Hospital. Included, however, is a small radiology unit with therapeutic rooms for patients. In order to make the building’s layout as comprehensible as possible for its users, the architects employed different colors of flooring. Red flooring indicates regular laboratory space, while two different tones of grey indicate space for other purposes. The architects chose DLW vinyl flooring from Armstrong due to its robust and hygienic properties, but also for its extensive color palette. Further, DLW vinyl flooring meets special criteria for highly sophisticated laboratories, including chemical resistance, antistatic capability and charge conductivity. In addition, it is easy to clean and disinfect. 
With its expressive ‘chip’ appearance, Contour, the homogeneous synthetic flooring from Armstrong, ideally suits the building’s overall architectural concept. Set on a background of finely graded gray tones, bold blue speckles contribute striking contrast and giving the floor a luminous effect. The second, silver speckled Contour flooring is employed as a restrained background. The bold red floor is a specially conceived color of Favorite. All DLW vinyl floor coverings from Armstrong are treated with cost-effective PUR, making them particularly durable and easy to care for. Simple and quick cleaning guarantees low maintenance costs and low environmental impact. The PUR ECO SYSTEM makes flooring particularly resistant to abrasion, heavy-traffic wearing and scratching, making them ideally suited to use in the healthcare sector and in R&D facilities.  
Armstrong also offers several other conductive floor coverings that are suitable for combination with the various textures in the DLW Vinyl collection. Floor coverings indicated as ‘conductive’ are suited for use in areas such as operating rooms, as well as in industrial settings and areas where high-grade electronic equipment must be protected. In the Radium Hospital Pastell Conductive (LG2) now matches perfectly with Contour in silver grey, in rooms with the most delicate electronic instruments.
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Henning Larsen Architects have created a transparent new building for Radium Hospital in Oslo, Norway  
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The building’s atmosphere is light and welcoming. The central atrium extends upward through five upper levels, and the southern and northern facades are entirely glazed.
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Banks of windows from rooms adjacent to the atrium provide a direct view into the generous, naturally lit space.
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To help users understand the building’s layout, the architects employed DLW Vinyl flooring from Armstrong in various colors. Red Favorite flooring, for example, indicates regular laboratory space. 
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In special laboratory space, DLW Vinyl Contour is employed, which with its expressive ‘chip’ appearance ideally suits the building’s overall architectural concept.
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All DLW Vinyl floor coverings from Armstrong are treated with money-saving PUR, making them particularly durable, easy to care for and environmentally friendly.
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